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AMENDED CLAIMS 



1-43. (cancelled) 

44. (new) A nursing chair for aged and invalid users, the chair being of a type 
having a seat portion and a backrest portion, the chair comprising a seat support 
structure, a bacl<rest support structure, at least one air-containing cushion positioned 
on the seat support structure, at least one alr-contalning cushion secured o the 
backrest support structure, a layer of compressible material overiaying the cushions, 
and an upholstery material covering the layer of compressible material; each cushion 
comprising a bladder which is formed from a pliable, gas Impermeable material and 
each bladder being charged with a predetermined amount of air prior to use such 
that in use each bladder is closed against inflow or outflow of air, and the nmount of 
air is at the surrounding atmospheric pressure and displaces no more thar 60% of a 
maximum contained volume of the bladder whereby the air may freely be tlispiaced 
only within the bladder in use, and wherein each bladder is adapted to unceriie 
entirely that respective part of a user adjacent to the seat and backrest whsn 
occupying the chair, as a consequence of which shaping may be imparted to the 
cushion to complement the shape of the user. 

45. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 44, wherein the seat support st 'ucture 
and the backrest support structure are formed as frames and wherein the cushions 
are suspended either directly or indirectly from the frames. 

46. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 45, wherein the frames carry a sheet 
material which supports, either directly or indirectly, the alr-contalning cusl'iions. 
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47. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 45, wherein the frames are m atal. 

48. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 46, wherein the frames are mstal. 

49. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 45, wherein the sheet material is a 
reinforced plastics sheet material. 

50. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 44 wherein each bladder is cl-iarged with 
air prior to use such that the amount of air displaces no more than 50% cif the 
maximum contained volume of the bladder. 

51 . (new) The chair as claimed in claim 44 wherein each bladder is charged with 
air prior to use such that the amount of air displaces between 15% and 30% of the 
maximum contained volume of the bladder. 

52. (new) The Chair as claimed in claim 44 wherein respective ones of the 
bladders are charged with air prior to use to different levels falling within the range 
15% to 60% of the maximum contained volume of the respective bladde-s. 

53. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 44 wherein each bladder is provided with 
a valve through which air is admitted to the bladder prior to use, 

54. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 44 wherein each bladder has a front wall, 
a back wall and peripheral side walls whereby the bladder would assumes a generally 
oblong shape if it were charged with air in an amount equal to the maximum 
contained volume of the bladder. 

55. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 44 wherein the compressible material that 
overiays the cushions comprises an expanded foam plastics material shset. 

56. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 44 wherein two of the air-con :aining 
cushions are secured to the backrest support structure, one above the other, 

57. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 56 wherein an upper one of t ie backrest 
support structure cushions overlaps the lower one of the backrest suppcrt cushions, 
and wherein the lower one of the backrest support cushions overiaps this at least one 
air-contalning cushion positioned on the seat support structure. 

58. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 57 wherein the upper one of he backrest 
support cushions extends over and around an upper edge of the backrest portion of 
the chair. 

59. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 44 wherein an underiay whic i is formed 
from an expanded foam sheet material is located below the air-containing cushions. 
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60. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 59 wherein the underlay is formed from a 
material that has a higher density than that of the compressible material :hat 
overlays the cushions. 

61. (new) The chair as claimed In claim 44 wherein the upholstery material is 
composed of a semi-permeable or vapour-permeable plastics sheet matisrial. 

62. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 44 wherein the backrest support structure 
is pivotably mounted with respect to the seat support structure. 

63. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 44 wherein the seat support structure Is 
mounted to a support base which is cam'ed by wheels. 

64. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 63 wherein the seat support structure is 
pivotably mounted with respect to the support base. 

65. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 44 wherein a leg support port on is 
pivotably mounted with respect to the seat portion and wherein an air-containing 
cushion is mounted to the leg support portion and is overlayed by both the 
compressible material and the upholstery material. 

66. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 44 wherein the cushions are removably 
secured to the seat and backrest support structures by way of self-secur ng fastening 
materials. 

67. (new) The chair as claimed in claim 44 wherein the upholstery material is 
secured in place by the use of self-securing fastening materials. 



PAGE 8/10 * RCVD AT 3(1212004 12:16:55 PM [Eastern Standard Timej * SVR:USPTO€FXRF-1fO * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:312 427 6663 * DURATION (min-ss):02-26 



